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Recent Setbacks Aside, C.LA

More ‘Human’ Spie

The following dispatch is based on re-
porting by Joel Brinkley and Stephen
Engleberg and was written by Mr. En-
gelberg.

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Nov. 13 — l::rlte
recent problems with defectors and its
own employees, the Central Intelli-
gence Agency remains committed to
rebuilding this country’s network of
covert intell tives, revers-
,mgatrmdo!atmivereuaneem
technological intelligence gathering.

The Reagan Administration, with the
support Congress, has concluded
that its predecessors placed too much
emphasis on the ga of intelli-
gence by sophisticated satellites, com-
munications listening posts and high-
flying airplanes.

Under William J. Casey, Director of
Central Intelligences the Reagan Ad
ministration has embarked on & major
effort to expand and re-emphasize

traditional espionage, called ‘‘human

intelligence'’ in the jargon of the intelli-
gence field.

Many Agents Rehired
Officials said Mr. Casey had rehired
many of the veteran intelligence offi-
cers dismissed by Adm. Stansfield

* Turner, the Carter Administration’s

. Director of Central Intellj , in his

. move to trim the size of the agency’s
clandestine services.

- Administration officials say the es-
pionage branch has benefited from sig-
nificant increases in resources. They
say morale has improved from the low

" point of the mid-1970's, when it was the
focal point of several highly critical

Congressional investigations. {

The events of the last few weeks have
| demonstrated the potential for dra-
'matic reverses, which, officials say,
prompted the Carter Administration to |
prefer technical methods to traditional
espionage. In a recent interview, a sen-
jor Carter Administration intelligence
official said the Government then be-
lieved human spies were ‘‘messy’’ and
.prone to cause embarrassment.

The Yurchenko Affair

Days later, there was evidence sup-
porting such doubts. Vitaly S. Yurchen-
ko, ahgﬁ(e‘:&n. officer whose defection
was as a major intelligen:
coup, appeared at a news confereneeg
denounce the C.I.A. and say he was re-
turning to the Soviet Union. .
Just a few weeks before, Edward Lee
an;vard. : f;:zer C.LA. officer who

been fo! to resign by the agen-
cy, fled the country after officials
determined that he had helped Soviet
intelligence identify a valued Amer-
ican agent in Moscow.
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*"" Despite these cases, Administration
officials say their faith in the potential
of “human intelligence’ is unshaken.
«This will just bea mini-blip on a large
radar screen,’”’ a senior intelligence of-
ficial said. *“I don’t think this will influ-
ence the rebuilding program.”’
Officials say that by far the groatest

likely to change, but the Administra-
tion’s is t.;{lnc to recruit significant
agents and defectc;rns in

§
%
%

vears has comp!

. intelligence failures, in Iran, South Af-
rica, Lebanon and Grenada, among
other places. Most of those failures
have been blamed on a lack of reliable
eyewitness reports.

‘This fall, Robert C. McFarlane,
President Reagan’s- national securi
adviser, told a group.of business K
ers that he believed some American
servicemen

&

Vietnam to find them.”
“Now we don’t have it,” he said.

So Much More Insight’
Senator Dave Durenberger, Republi-
can of Minnesota, the chairman of the
Senate Intelligence Committee, said:
‘A human source can ve you so much
more insight. We can
to the Nicaraguan traffic, but we don’t

House official said.

'bé accomplished only by human
agents.

" Richard Helms, a former Director of
Central Intelligence, said, *“You're al-

use there are a lot of things

officers in the last few , & seniot
intelligence official said, it will take a
long time to rebuild the nation’s

bulk of in isgatheredthmgh
technicalm That balance is un- gence

still be held captive
in Vietnam and said the United States
needed ‘‘better human intelligence in phones or in open publications.

when they took office five years ago.,
«We were very concerned when we maﬂneatberth.Onasubsequmt )i
came in that human intelligence had to|after a storm, the satellite image
be reinvigorated,” a senior White;| showed that the submarine had been

Administration officials also note
that many of the C.I.A.’S new objec-f was a fake, made of rubber, designed
tives, such as stopping terrorists by|lto deceive Americans watching by
penetrating their organizations and! satellite, intelligence officials said.
tighting drug trafficking, can usually| Man

ways to have to have human |

r uman intelligence’” because acquir-
sources — agents willing to
work secretly for the United States —
takes years of nurturing.

Part of the problem, officials said, is
that for a long time the United States
did not try to recruit Soviet agents.

A principal mission of most intelli-
officers stationed abroad is to re- !
cruit local officials or others as spies.
! But it was not until the late 1970’s that

the C.I.A. “got into the business of
trying to recruit Soviets,” because the
agency was convinced that it was im-
possible, a senior intelligence officer
said in an interview.

ntil then, he added, ‘‘most of the

mgpeoplewhoetmeforwardontheir
own, volunteering to spy.

| Other officials said the United States
liance on unmanned mi

|
=
‘Sovietmrcuwerewalk-ms“mean-

3

insure the need for more human
agents. Knowing that the United States
was and

, the
SOﬂaummhasswppeddoingcertam

' things in open view, over unsecure teie-

In a recent speech, Robert Gates, the
C.I.A’s Deputy Director for Intelli-
gence, said that “the data we need is

harder and harder to get,” and added .

that ‘‘in the Soviet case, economic in-
formation which has been available for
years is no longer released.”

In addition, according to Senator

allwewant ara1colm Wallop, Republican of Wyo-

ming.whowasasaﬂormemberoﬂhe

know what's going on in the heads of | liigence committee until this yeaf,
the Sandinistas because we don’t have | ¢ Somiet Union can exploit the United
anyone in the Government™ relaying | seqteq® dependence on electronic intel-
intelligence to United States agencies. ligence gathering.

Reagan Administration officials say| As an example, a few years ago an
they that American'American m1:.8hoto- et Unian
“human intelligence” was inadequate lite pass over
E of . photographed an unusually large sub- {

ce satel-

| folded in haif.

It was determined that the vessel

y present and former intelli-
gence officials say the deception ‘prob-
fem is overstated. “It's a bunch of hog-
wash,”’ said Adm. Daniel J. Murphy,
who was a senior C.LA. official in the
mid-1970’s and recently resigned as
chief of staff for Vice President Bush.

" But Mr. Gates said that ‘‘we are see-
ing other countries in camou-
flage and deceptive a vities” in-
tended to thwart technical espionage.
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